


A
lef

אָלֶף
S

O
U

N
D

G
lottal stop —

 a catch in
the throat. A

 consonantal
sound like a cough; it can

relax and go silent.
V

A
L

U
E

1

Pictured as an ox head:
strength, a leader.

Bet
בֵּית
S

O
U

N
D

b as in boy
V

A
L

U
E

2

T
he dot (dagesh) m

akes it Bet;
w

ithout it the letter is V
et.

Pictured as a house or tent.

V
et

בֵית
S

O
U

N
D

v as in very

Bet w
ithout the dagesh —

 the
sam

e letter, softened.

G
im

el
ל

גִּימֶ
S

O
U

N
D

g as in go
V

A
L

U
E

3

Pictured as a cam
el, or a foot

in m
otion.

D
alet

ת
דָּלֶ

S
O

U
N

D

d as in door
V

A
L

U
E

4

Pictured as a door.

H
ey

א
הֵ

S
O

U
N

D

h as in hello
V

A
L

U
E

5

Pictured as a w
indow

, or a
m

an w
ith raised arm

s: behold!

V
avוָו

S
O

U
N

D

v as in vine
V

A
L

U
E

6

Pictured as a peg or nail. A
lso

carries the vow
els ֹו (o) and

.(u) וּ

Z
ayin
זַיִן

S
O

U
N

D

z as in zoo
V

A
L

U
E

7

Pictured as a w
eapon.

H
et

חֵית
S

O
U

N
D

kh —
 a deep breathy
throat ‘h’

V
A

L
U

E

8

Pictured as a fence or w
all.

A
lso spelled C

het.

T
et

טֵית
S

O
U

N
D

t as in tall
V

A
L

U
E

9

Pictured as a basket, or a coiled
snake.





Y
od

יוֹד
S

O
U

N
D

y as in yes
V

A
L

U
E

10

T
he sm

allest letter; pictured as
a hand or arm

.

K
af

ף
כַּ

S
O

U
N

D

k as in king
V

A
L

U
E

20

Pictured as an open palm
.

W
ithout the dagesh it is K

haf.

K
haf
ף

כַ
S

O
U

N
D

kh as in Bach

K
af w

ithout the dagesh.

K
haf Sofit
ף סוֹפִית

כַ
S

O
U

N
D

kh as in Bach

T
he final form

 of K
af and

K
haf, used at the end of a

w
ord.

Lam
ed

ד
לָמֶ

S
O

U
N

D

l as in light
V

A
L

U
E

30

T
he tallest letter; pictured as a

shepherd’s staff.

M
em

ם
מֵ

S
O

U
N

D

m
 as in m

oon
V

A
L

U
E

40

Pictured as w
ater.

M
em

 Sofit
ם סוֹפִית

מֵ
S

O
U

N
D

m
 as in m

oon

T
he final form

 of M
em

, closed
on all four sides.

N
un

נוּן
S

O
U

N
D

n as in no
V

A
L

U
E

50

Pictured as a fish, or a
sprouting seed.

N
un Sofit

נוּן סוֹפִית
S

O
U

N
D

n as in no

T
he final form

 of N
un,

dropping below
 the line.

Sam
ekh

ךְ
סָמֶ

S
O

U
N

D

s as in sun
V

A
L

U
E

60

Pictured as a prop or support.





A
yin
עַיִן

S
O

U
N

D

D
eep throat constriction;

carries its vow
el’s sound.

V
A

L
U

E

70

Pictured as an eye.

Peא
פֵּ

S
O

U
N

D

p as in pen
V

A
L

U
E

80

Pictured as a m
outh. W

ithout
the dagesh it is Fe.

Feא
פֵ

S
O

U
N

D

f as in food

Pe w
ithout the dagesh.

Fe Sofit
א סוֹפִית

פֵ
S

O
U

N
D

f as in food

T
he final form

 of Pe and Fe.

T
sadi
צָדִי
S

O
U

N
D

ts as in cats
V

A
L

U
E

90

Pictured as a fish hook. A
lso

spelled T
sade.

T
sadi Sofit
צָדִי סוֹפִית

S
O

U
N

D

ts as in cats

T
he final form

 of T
sadi.

Q
of

קוֹף
S

O
U

N
D

q/k —
 a deep ‘k’ from

 the
back of the palate

V
A

L
U

E

100

Pictured as the back of a head,
or the eye of a needle.

R
esh

שׁ
רֵי

S
O

U
N

D

r —
 rolled

V
A

L
U

E

200

Pictured as a head.

Shin
שִׁין
S

O
U

N
D

sh as in ship
V

A
L

U
E

300

T
he dot on the right arm

.
Pictured as teeth.

Sin
שִׂין
S

O
U

N
D

s as in sun

T
he dot on the left arm

 —
 the

sam
e shape as Shin.





T
av

תָּו
S

O
U

N
D

t as in tim
e

V
A

L
U

E

400

Pictured as a m
ark or sign.


